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Sagamore Rowers champs
It was a spectacular day of racing at the Long Island Junior Rowing Championship Regatta last Sun-
day. Sagamore Women’s Varsity, Tinamarie Schmansky, Gabrielle Dell’Aquilo, Micailah Donner and 
Caitlin Aral did well. (See more photos on page 2.)

By George Wallace 
newsroom@oysterbayguardian.com

Operation Democracy of Locust 
Valley is located inconspicuously 
enough — up a steep set of stairs 
in a small shopping center just 
south of the railroad station. But 
from these modest quarters, Kaye 
Weninger’s enterprise reaches 
across oceans and in the past three 
years, to the hearts and minds of 
local high school artists.

Evidence of that was no further 
away this month than the recent 
Painting for Peace Student Art Ex-
hibit at Operation Democracy’s of-
fices above the Basil Leaf Cafe (7 
The Plaza).

The third exhibition of its kind, 
the show, sponsored by Operation 
Democracy in honor of Memo-
rial Day, featured nearly 50 works 
representing Locust Valley High 

School students’ artistic expres-
sion of the main theme as defined 
by Weninger: peace, patriotism 
and remembering, or in her own 
words, “to never forget what sol-
diers and veterans have done.”

It’s all in keeping with the mis-
sion of Operation Democracy, 
which was created shortly after 
WWII to ‘spread the concepts of 
freedom and democracy around 
the world’ by pairing Locust Val-
ley with the Normandy village of 
Sainte Mere Eglise, where thou-
sands of American soldiers died, 
including Oyster Bay’s Brigadier 
General, Theodore Roosevelt Jr. 

“We have a solemn duty to 
honor and preserve the legacy of 
these heroes so that future gen-
erations will understand the price 
of freedom, and this is a great way 

By George Wallace 
newsroom@oysterbayguardian.com

Lights. Action. Anxiety.
While a library seems like one 

of the more conducive locations 
for a person with autism to func-
tion effectively, there are plenty 
of reasons why getting oriented 
to what happens inside a library 
is critical to giving them effective 
access to the services a library pro-
vides. Fluorescent lights flicker, 
ambient noise distracts and when 
people walk throughout the build-
ing to a new visitor with autism, a 
library can seem like a bewilder-
ing maze of materials and func-
tions.

Now, patrons at the Bayville 
Library with autism may find it 
easier to become comfortable with 
the library experience, thanks to a 
book written by technical services 

librarian Erin Bach.
“It can be severe overload for 

kids who are autistic,” said Bach, 
a Bayville native who has been a 
young adult librarian for several 
years at the local library. “We want 
to get them in for storytime and 
other activities, but felt we needed 
to make it easier for them.”

So in January 2013, she took
advantage of a program offered 
by the Nassau Library System who 
had obtained funds to do work-
shops to support autism. Along 
with about 50 other librarians in 
the countywide system, she at-
tended one of the workshops held 
in Uniondale.

“There are a variety of services 
that I’ve seen introduced to people 
with autism through this kind of 
book, from airplane travel to go-
ing to the dentist,” she said. “Our 

By Gary Simeone
newsroom@oysterbayguardian.com

Michael Assini, an eighth grade 
student at St Dominic’s High 
School, has what you might call 
a giving heart. Twice a week this 
thoughtful and ambitious young 
man gives up his daily break pe-
riod to help bring food to the 
school’s Outreach Program to help 
feed financially strapped families 
in the area.

“The whole idea started about 
three years ago when his two sis-
ters became involved with the pro-
gram,” said Dawn Leat, Director of 
the St. Dominic’s Outreach Office. 
“Michael came to me and said he 
wanted to follow in their footsteps 
to help bring in the necessary 
items to help struggling families 
in the area.”

Nicole and Danielle Assini, now 

students at St. Dominic’s High 
School, originally started bring-
ing the food, juice boxes, pasta, 
peanut butter and jelly and kids 
snacks to the school as part of an 
Easter project. The project quickly 
evolved into something bigger and 
has been an outreach center en-
deavor ever since.

“The Assini’s are a very faith 
filled family and they all do 
this out of the goodness of their 
heart,” said Leat. “In fact his two 
sisters even boarded a bus to help 
distribute items to people in dev-
astated areas like Freeport and 
Long Beach in the weeks after 
Hurricane Sandy.”

Michael’s main responsibility at 
the center is to pick up food items 
and toiletries from the elemen-
tary schools in the area, which he 
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Photos offer a walk
down memory lane
By Laura Lane
llane@oysterbayguardian.com

Raynham Hall Museum’s up-
coming exhibit, Wish You Were 
Here…Images of Oyster Bay that 
will open on May 19, is an ex-
ample of the power of destiny. 
The museum wasn’t holding the 
powerful photos, waiting for the 
right moment to present them to 
the public, and they weren’t found 
mixed in with other items from a 
resident’s recent drop-off. Muse-
ums often receive items of possible 
significance when someone cleans 
out their attic. Not this time.

The images in this show, taken 
of and around Oyster Bay from 
1927, 58’, and 69’, were actually 
a discovery, and photographer-
printer Joselynn Oveido’s com-
mitment to hand-printing these 
images for Raynham, was also re-
markable because it resulted from  
a chance meeting. 

The uncovering the treasures 
began when Raynham Hall Mu-
seum Executive Director Harriet 
Gerard Clark was looking in the 
collection area of the museum 
for something to show that would 
show the museum’s visitors how 
much Oyster Bay’s streetscape 
have changed over the years. 
“People have dropped off so much 
over the years and when they do 
we don’t have the time to look at 
them,” she said. “I never thought 
I’d find these huge quantities of 
photographs.”

She wasn’t sure what to do with 
the photographs — some of which 
were original prints, while others 
were in binders. Then Clark met 
Oveido. 

The photographer had come to 
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Michael Assini, second from left, is committed to helping at St. Dominic’s Out-
reach Center spending his school break time stocking the shelves. His friends, 
Danny Sackett, left, Renate Kurth, and Marcella Dasaro at St. Dominic help him. 

St. Dominic’s student has a heart of gold 
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Locust Valley High School senior Christopher Minato created a work 
that featured starving African children.

Photo courtesy of Raynham Hall Museum

This image is one of several taken of this particular canoe at what was
the Ludlam homestead on West Shore Road in Oyster Bay dating back
to around 1927. It will be on view, as will several others at the upcom-
ing exhibit Wish You Were Here at Raynham Hall Museum. 

Operation Democracy 
sponsors third Painting
 for Peace show

Bayville librarian pens  
primer for autistic kids
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to engage the students of the community to 
get involved,” said Weninger. “When I looked 
at the history of Operation Democracy going 
back to 1947, I thought, they did that from 
their heart. How can I resurrect this?” 

Her answer was to instill an awareness in 
the hearts of Locust Valley’s children. 

If this year’s Painting for Peace Student Art 
Exhibit is any indication, she’s getting the job 
done. The range of artistic statements was 
wide — from guitars and hippies with peace 
symbols to valiant soldiers and flag motifs. 

Ryan Conlon created a blindfolded nude  
emerging from a flag like a chrysalis. Chris-
topher Minato used charcoal to depict starv-
ing African children. Julia Ryan’s “No More 
Hurting People” portrayed the eight-year-old 
boy who was killed at the Boston Marathon. 
And more abstractly, Sarah Taheri created a 
mirror surrounded by a wealth of butterflies, 
called “To Fly Free.” 

“Basically, we give students an open slate 
to create what they want,” said Tom Camil-
leri, an art teacher at Locust Valley High 
School. “We’ve done this for three years 
now, and most of the art students are in-
volved. It’s gotten bigger, the quality of the 
work has gotten better and the enthusiasm 
has grown.” 

All the work is done in a tasteful way, 
an artistic way,” said Robert Snyder, past 
commander of Locust Valley American Le-
gion Post 962. “It’s not political. It’s about 
this country — we are about citizenship, we 
think the show represents that.” 

Pieces from this art show will be sent to 

Sainte Mere Eglise, Normandy France for the 
2nd Annual Student Art Exhibit During D-
Day (June 6). And this year for the first time, 
Weninger is hoping that she can bring art-
work from students in France back with her. 
“That’s my goal,” she said. “I’d like to have 
the work here and on view for Veterans Day.”

Oyster Bay with the purpose of seeing 
Sagamore Hill, Theodore Roosevelt’s 
summer home (currently closed for 
renovation). Disappointed, but com-
mitted to experiencing the history in 
Oyster Bay, Oveido knocked on Rayn-
ham’s door. She told Clark that she 
didn’t want her day to end without 
seeing a bit of history. That was really 
all she came for.

“Joy was impressed with Raynham 
and asked if she could take photo-
graphs and I said it was alright,” said 
Clark. “When she stopped by later 
to show us a couple of the prints I 
thought, she really knows what she’s 
doing. I asked Joy to work on the pho-
tos that we’d found.”

A visit to Raynham is always spe-
cial, but now people will be afforded
an even more interesting passageway 
to the past with the addition of the 
photographs. Most of the shots are 
believed to have been taken by an un-
identified member of the Ludlam fam-
ily of Oyster Bay. His photographs are 
personal and there is a great deal of 
love of place present  —– they appear 
to be a labor of love. 

Oveido hand-painted 20 negatives 
selected from a binder containing 35 
millimeter photographic negatives 
dating back to around 1927. These 
photographs will be on display, as will 
a binder filled with 50 contact sheets 
of photos from 1969, and photographs
from 1958 when a survey was com-
missioned to capture on film places in 
Oyster Bay some of which are no lon-
ger there. Visitors can also view pho-
tos of what replaced these buildings of 
long ago.

“I hope people will come by to re-
member, by looking at these photo-
graphs of what Oyster Bay once looked 
like,” said Clark. “Anyone who has 
lived in Oyster Bay for 10 years or lon-
ger will be interested to see the chang-
ing landscape for better or worse.”

The opening reception for Wish You 
Were Here: Images of and around Oys-
ter Bay, 1927, 1958, and 1969 will take 
place at Raynham Hall, 20 West Main 
Street, Oyster Bay, on Sunday, May 
19, from 5 to 7 p.m. $125 for the non-
member and $100 for members, to 
benefit museum collections. For more 
information, call (516) 922-6808. The 
photographs will be on display at the 
museum until the end of the year.        
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Capturing 
OB’s past 

Kaye Weninger, Locust Valley High School Principal Tom Hogan, art teachers Melanie  Moody 
and Tom Camilleri were proud of the LVHS student’s artwork.
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Senior Christopher Minato, left, Tony Bliss, Derek Mei, Roger Welden, Joe Rydzewski, Robert Snyder from the American Legion of Locust 
Valley, and seniors Marisa Chafete and Julia Ryan at the Operation Democracy Painting for Peace Student Art Exhibit.   

Kids honor vets with their art
(Continued from page 1)
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Treat the special Mothers 
in your life to a unique gift 

or gift certificate from:
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Specializing in Digital Lenses
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1025 Oyster Bay Road, East Norwich, NY 11732
516.624.3149

FEATURING EXCLUSIVE 
COLLECTIONS FROM:

DEREK LAM • MODO
COLORS IN OPTICS • SUPER DRY

MONOQOOL AND
SMITH & NORBU

Treat Yourself to the highest level of 
quality and service around!

Happy Mother’s Day!

Steven M. Rodriguez F.N.A.O
Eyes Examined-Contact Lenses-Prescriptions Filled
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516.624.7935
4unailandspa@gmail.com

www.new4unailandspa.com

263 PINE HOLLOW ROAD
(PINE HOLLOW CENTER)

OYSTER BAY, NY 11771

MANICURE • PEDICURE • UV GEL SET • COLOR GEL (LED MACHINE) 

TIPS EXTENSION • EUROPEAN FACIAL • WAXING
MASSAGE (FULL BODY, CHAIR, REFLEXOLOGY)

Dedicated to excellence in food quality, preparation and
presentation, we cater functions both small and large.

Whether you are planning a buffet, seated dinner, cocktail party,
fundraiser or other special event, Periwinkles team can offer you

innovative cuisine that’s tailored to your palate, seasonally
inspired menus and perfect for the chosen theme of your event

Every menu is unique and customized to
suit each customers event needs.

We offer full service professional & friendly staff.

 Please visit our fine cafés at
The Planting Fields Arboretum State Historic Park, Oyster Bay, NY

and at The Nassau County Museum of Art, Roslyn Harbor, NY

For more info call Periwinkles Catering at 922-5700
And visit us at www.periwinklescaterer.com
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A Full Service Custom Caterer
Patrizia Spafford

PROPRIETOR & EXECUTIVE CHEF

6 AUDREY AVENUE
OYSTER BAY, NEW YORK 11771

Phone 516.922.5700
Fax: 516.922-2972

Fine Distinctive Cuisine
Full Service Catering

Gala Affairs Casual Events
Cocktail Parties Weddings

Special Occasions Corporate Services
Fundraisers Bereavement Services


